
Part 3, Week 4: Heads, Head Coverings, and Haircuts

Deciding if certain Bible passages are commands to follow, or cultural examples of timeless truths
is an ongoing challenge for the contemporary Christian. When we choose to engage this tension,
we are able to leverage our modern customs and traditions to help people find Jesus, even when
following him often feels counter-cultural.

Discussion Questions:

1. When you look back over your life, what hairstyle do you most regret (For example: Perm,

Buzz, Bangs, Frosted tips, Blow out, Rattail, Man-bun, Mullet, Comb over, Comb over

mullet)?  When did you wear this particular hairstyle? Why do you think people spend so

much energy, time, and money to style their hair? If not hair, what aspect of your life do you

shape in an attempt to influence the way people perceive you?

2. Read 2 Peter 3:14-16. In these verses, Peter acknowledges that some of the Apostle Paul’s

statements are difficult to understand. For you, what aspects of the Bible, church, or faith

fall into that category? If you could have God clarify one point of confusion, what would it

be? How have people twisted or distorted the confusing parts of the Bible?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 11:1-16.

4. How was the designation of “Descriptive or Prescriptive” parts of the Bible helpful or

unhelpful? What happens when you treat one type of passage as the other (Descriptive as

Prescriptive or vice-versa)? When it comes to Paul’s teaching about head coverings and

haircuts, in what ways has the confusion affected people in the church? Or, culture?

5. As you consider this section of 1 Corinthians, what do you think it teaches us about God?

Yourself? People? Faith? What part of the passage is most helpful? Confusing?

Concerning? What questions do you still have? What next faith step could you take? 


